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YOUR PENSION, YOUR FUTURE. DWP CAMPAIGN ON NEW STATE
PENSION

On 18 November 2014, 500 days before the new Single-Tier State Pension

is

introduced, the DWP issued the following Press Release, as part of its drive to help
people understand the planned reforms of the State Pension under its campaign banner:
Your Pensions, Your Future.
The Government has launched a public information campaign to ensure everyone knows what
the State Pension changes mean for them.

With just over 500 days to go, Work and Pensions Secrefary tain Duncan Smith and Pensions
Minister Sfeye Webb will today (18 November 2014) launch a major new drive to hetp people
understand historic reforms that will introduce a flat-rate Sfafe Pension to give people a greater
sense of economic seeurity and peace of mind in retirement.
The reforms will tackle inequalities of the past, with women, carers, Iower earners and the selfemployed to benefit the most.

In the first 10 years, Department for Work and Pensions (DWP) analysis suggesfs that around
650,000 women are expected to benefit from the transition valuation, receiving on average t8 a
week more in State Pension.

- and the over-55s

in particular - to look at what the changes will
mean for them and to secure a detailed Sfafe Pension statement so that everyane can plan
accurately for retirement.
Ministers are urging everyane

Under the new system, pensioners would in time receive around 8150 a week or over if they
have 35 years of full-rate National lnsurance contributions, but those soon fo retire will need to
check what it means for them, with transitional arrangements in place as the sysfem switch over.
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A new multi-channel advertising campaign entitled 'Your Pension, Your Future'begrns today
part of an effort to explain the reforms and how they can get the most out of it.

-

The launch coincides with the publication of new research canied out on behalf of DWP which
confirms the lack of understanding many people have about the British Sfafe Pension sysfem.

Some 42% of people yet to retire admit they need to find out more about saving for retirement,
while 38% concede they "try to avoid thinking abo.tt" what will happen when they stap working.
And only 60% of all adults surveyed realise if rs possible to take action to increase their State
Pension.
Work and Pensions Secretary lain Duncan Smith MP said:

The new Sfafe Pensrbn is one of this governmenf's boldesf reforms; it will give people clarity
over their retirement income, significantly reduce the means testing of pensioners and put right
inequalities affecting women, low earners and the self-employed.
It's of paramount impoftance that people have confidence that planning for their future and
saving into a pension is a worthwhile enterprise.
This campaign is all about making sure people understand what the changes mean for them
personally: which is greater financial security and a more positive future. All pari of our long term
economic plan.
Pensrbns Minister Sfeve Webb MP said:

Arriving in April 2A16, the new Sfafe Pension will help create a simplicity that hasn't existed in
decades. lt will give workers the knowledge that there rs a sfrong foundation upon which they
can build their savings. Ihls is a real game changer.
Delivering this reform is a fundamental part of this coalition governmenf's mrssion to create a
fairer society. But to achieve its aim, peopte need to know what it means for them and be abte to
plan their own pension saving accordingly.

As well as explaining how the reforms will affect future pensioners, the new campaign also
seeks fo reassure cunent pensioners - and fhose who retire before April 2016 - that they will
not lose out. They will remain in the current sysfem and will continue to receive the same basic
Sfafe Pension, which because of up-ratings delivered during the course of this Parliament, is
now at ds hrghesf level relative to earnings than at any point since 1992.

The new campaign includes press, radio and online advertisemenfg as well as a significantly
enhanced package of online information at GOV.UKto help people find out mare.

To ensure fairness, transitional arrangements witl be in

place to ensure Nationat lnsurance
contributions made by those who have spent some of their working life in the old system are
recognised. This will involve the DWP calculating a 'starting amount' for the new State Pension
based on a person's record up to April 2016.

Today's campaign launeh follows the introduction last month of a new bespoke statement
service giving people information about their starting amount and what they may be able to do to
increase the level of their Slafe Pension before they retire. lnitially available to people within 5
years of retirement, this seruice will be expanded on a month-by-month basis.
Already, more than 18,000 people have received a statement.

Further information about the changes in the State Pension, for those reaching State
Pension Age on or after 6 April 2016, can be found on the following websites:
https:i/www.qov.uldqovernmenUuploadsisvstemiupioadsiattachment data/file/3758851st
ate-pension-chanqes-4. pdf
https :l/www. vo utube. co m/userlPensionTube

ln addition, Groups & Branches will find one hard copy enclosed of the paper that can be
downloaded from the first of the above websites.
All this information should ensure that Groups & Branches are able to deal with most of
the enquiries that they may receive from their members who will not become entitled to
receive their State Pensions until 6 April 2016 or later.

Having stated all of that, whilst the Alliance is more than prepared to allow its
communications networks to be conduits for the dissemination of this information from
the DWP to its members affected by these changes, it's important to restate that the
Alliance still has major concerns about the implications of the introduction of a SingleTier State Pension for those retiring from 6 April 2016! For the record, the Alliance
believes that the following are the major flaws with these Govemment plans:

.

Only including those who retire from 6 April 2016 within the scope of the SingleTier State Pension arrangements will create a two-tier State Pension system in
the UK, with existing pensioners and those that retire before 6 April 2016
excluded from any future improvements in State Pension anangements

o

The level at which the new Single-Tier State Pension is set, whilst a significant
improvement on the current level of the basic State Pension, is still significantly
below latest figures for the UK Poverty Threshold

So, yes, the Alliance will continue to ensure that it provides members with all the
information about changes to their Pensions, but, more importantly, the Alliance will
continue to campaign for existing pensioners to be brought within the scope of the
Single-Tier State Pension on a No Detriment basis and for the gradual improvement in
the State Pension to take it through the Poverty Threshold.

2.

YOUR GP CARES. SUPPORT THE CAMPAIGN

Comprehensive Motion A35, which set out a campaign framework to improve the
provision of GP services and which is reproduced below, specifically called on the
Alliance to support the Your GP Cares campaign, which had been launched by the
General Practitioners' Committee of the British Medical Association (BMA).

A35 This AGM expresses concern at the risk to selr'ces of GP Surgen'es and the
diffrculties for pensioners (and others) accesstng a GP at many locations across fhe
country, taking as much as three or four weeks at some practices, with the

Government's promise ta give all over 75 a named GP not appearing to have changed
anything.

The Executive Council is requested to determine, with other pensioner organisations
and the Care Quality Commrssrbn, the extent of this GP access difficulty and what action
the Government is taking to resolve it.

tn the meantime, the AGM instructs the EC to support the BMA General Practitioners'
Committee in its campaign Your GP Cares to highlighf pressing issues facing General
Practice, in particular in attracting, retaining and expanding the number of GPs.
ln line with the terms of this Motion, Groups & Branches are encouraged to refer
members to the following link to register support for the Your GP Cares, which aims to

work produclively with Govemment and patients to find solutions to current problems in
General Practice.
http :llbma. org.

u

Uworkinq-fo r-change/vour-qp-cares

Specifically, Your GP Cares calls for long-term, sustainable investment in General
Practice now to:

r
.
o

Attract, retain and expand the numbers of GPs
Expand the number of General Practice staff
lmprove premises GP from which services are provided

Your GP Cares asks supporters to send email messages to their MPs or write to them
requesting that they sign Early Day Motion (EDM 1)12.
If any of your members receive a response from their MP, the BMA Public Affairs team
would like to hear from thern on either O2OT 383 6520 or at publicaffairs@bma.ors.uk

3.

CARE.DATA. NEW PILOT AREAS FOR PROGRAMME ROLLOUT

Groups & Branches will recall that, following protests from GPs and patient groups,
concerned at the identifiable nature of the data and its possible availability to commercial
organisations, the Care.data project, which involves the migration of patient records from
GP surgeries to the Central Health and Social Care lnformation Centre (CHSCIC) was
put on hold for six months (ltem 4 of GC 797 refers).
This matter was also discussed at the 2014 Annual General Meeting, which endorsed
the terms of Composite Motion A30, the terms of which are also reproduced below:
A30 This AGM instructs the EC to lobby the Department of Health (DoH) to ensure that
record
principles
of confidentiality of medical information;
information do not infringe the basic
and, to ensure that the provision of such information from the DoH, the NHS and
anybody or bodies coming under the aegis of the DoH, is completely anonymised before
being made available (whether freely or on payment) only to fhose organisations and/or
companies (either within the UK or abroad) who have a legitimate, healthcare-based
need for access to such information.

any Government proposals to amend (or extend) the sharing of health

The NHS Engiand website now states that there will be a Pathfinder Exercise in the
areas covered by several Clinical Commissioning Groups (CCGs), which suggests that
the programme is now being progressed. The Pathfinder Areas are:

.
o
.
o

Leeds (3 CCGs; WesANorthlSouth and East)
tslackburn with Darwen CCG
West Hampshire CCG
Somerset CCG

At the time of putting this Group Circular together, the actual list of GP surgeries that
would participate in the exercise was not yet available. The surgeries will be supported
in testing different types of communication with patients in the Pathfinder Exercise. The
surgeries will explain the benefits and risks of data sharing to patients and make clear
the right of individual patients to opt out of having their data shared.

NHS England's patient lnformation line, which is open Monday to Friday between

9.00am and 5.00pm, is also available on 0300 456 3531, or text phone 0208 7428620,
to answer questions and concems that patients may have about sharing their personal
data.

4.

DIGNITY ACTION DAY. 1 FEBRUARY 2015

Once again, the Social Care lnstitute for Excellence (SCIE) will be celebrating National
Dignity Day on Sunday 1 February 2015 as the annual opportunity for health & social
care workers and members of the public to uphold people's rights to dignity and to
provide a truly memorable day for those who rely on care services; Groups & Branches,
wishing to participate in the events being organised in their areas on that day, will find all
the relevant information at the website detailed below:
http://

ln addition, the National Pensioners' Convention (NPC) has decided to take action two
days earlier on Friday 30 January 2015 to publicise its Dignity Code for Older People.
Groups & Branches will find enclosed, with this Group Circular, three copies of the
NPC's Briefing Paper on its plans for 30 January 2015.

5.

AGE UK. CAMPAIGN FORWARfrNER HOMES

The Alliance is supporting the Age UK Campaign for Warmer Homes. Age UK is calling
on the Government to make millions of homes much more energy efficient, starting with
the poorest and most energy inefficient homes. Age UK is also asking supporters to help
the Campaign for Warmer Homes by filling in the form which is available by clicking on
the link below:

:http ://www.aqeu

k.

orq. uUqet-i nvo lved/spread-the-warmth/form-for-warm-homes/

Completion of the form will ensure that supporters will be sent further information and
updaies about the Camp aign for Warmer Homes, including the different ways within
which to become involved.

6.

THE NHS REINSTATEMENT BILL 2015

Many members will be becoming increasingly concemed that many more services
provided by the NHS have been or are in the process of being privatised, following the
passage of the Health and Social Care Act 2012 into legislation. Motion A34, recently
carried at the October 2014 AGM, echoed the concems of members over those
developments.

A campaign to support a new Bill, The IVHS Reinstatement Bill, has recently been
launched and addresses many of the Alliance's concerns as expressed in Motion
A3N2014.
Groups & Branches can find out more about the campaign by going to the following link:
http ://www. nhsbil120

1

5.orq/take-action/

The campaign needs help in asking Prospective Parliamentary Candidates (PPCs) in

the forthcoming 2015 General Election to state publically that they will support a Bill, in
the first Queen's Speech after the Election, which would:

o
.
o
.
o

reinstate the legal duty of the Secretary of State to provide the NHS in England
re-establish local health authorities, and NHS England as a special health
authority, to carry out the Secretary of State's duty
abolish Clinical Commissioning Groups, NHS Trusts, NHS Foundation Trusts
re-establish Community Health Councils to represent the interests of the public in
the NHS
allow private companies to provide NHS services as an exception, only if the NHS
can't and otherwise people would suffer

A little in advance of this campaign, a Private Members Bill - The

National Health
Service (Amended Duties and Powers) Bill- introduced by Clive Efford MP, is making its
way through the Parliamentary Process. Whilst the Efford Bill addresses quite a number

of Alliance's concerns, it doesn't go as far as all the measures set out in Motion
A34/2014.
Further" analysls of The National Health Seruice (Amended Duties and Powers)
be found her

Billcan

http://www. nhsbill20 1 5.orq/update-on-clive-efford-nhs-bill/

7.

CARERS' RIGHTS DAY . 28 NOVEMBER 2014

Further to ltem I of GC 810, Carers UK or(;anised a very successful Carers' Rights Day
on 28 November 2014. The principal aim of this annual event is to ensure that carers
secure access to the information and advice that they need in order to claim the support
to which they are entitled.
To that end, Alliance members may be interested in the new resources available on the
Carers UK website at www.carersuk.orq, including Carers'Rr'ghfs Guide 2014/15, which
was launched to coincide with Carers' Rights Day.
Carers UK can also be contacted on its telephone helpline - 0808 808 7777

lf you have any questions or require any further information about the matters covered
by this Group Circular, please don't hesitate to contact me, either by email at
mike.dusgan@cspa.co.uk or by telephone on 020 8688 8418 (Office/07884 437690
(Mobile).

